BLACK ELDERING
BILL OF RIGHTS:

A COMMUNITY MANIFESTO
FOR THE CARE AND
BELONGING OF BLACK ELDERS
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OUR ORIGIN

From April 2024 through April 2025,
the Sankofa ECO Group embarked on
an Appreciative Inquiry Freedom
Dreaming Journey to develop a
community blueprint to advocate for
LEARN FROm pasT  €quitable  systems, policies, and
o resources to support the health and
wellbeing of Black Elders. The manifestation of that
journey, the Black Eldering Bill of Rights, represents the
collective wisdom of 150+ Sankofa Elder Ambassadors,
family  caregivers, community residents, and
organizational leaders who are striving to build a
movement to ensure that all Black Elders can live in
Beloved Communities of Care while aging with grace and
dignity.
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Convened by Sistahs Aging with Grace &
Elegance and California Black Women’s Health
Project, the Sankofa Elders Project is an Equity
Community Organizing (ECO) Group funded
by the SCAN Foundation, California Health

Care Foundation, and Metta Fund to advance
health equity in aging.
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BLACK ELDERING BILL
OF RIGHTS PRINCIPLES

FFFFFFFF

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE TO BE
RESPECTED FOR THEIR TRUTHS
AND LIVED EXPERIENCES

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE

o RIGHT TO SELF-ACTUALIZATION | ¢

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE
RIGHT TO PROTECTION AND
AGENCY

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE
RIGHT TO FINANCIAL AND
ECONOMIC JUSTICE

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO AGE IN
PLACE IN ELDER-AFFIRMING NEIGHBORHOODS

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO BENEFIT
FROM TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS AND
INNOVATION

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO AGE IN
BELOVED COMMUNITIES OF CARE AND
CONNECTION

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO HIGH-
QUALITY HEALTH CARE

BLACK ELDERS DESERVE THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE
THEIR ANCESTRAL PATH AND END-OF-LIFE CARE
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JOIN THE
VIOVEMIENT FOR
AGING JUSTICE

The Black Eldering Bill of
Rights is a powerful call to
action to honor, protect,
cattoarms  and uplift Black Elders as
= they age with dignity,
purpose, and grace. This manifesto
outlines the rights every Black Elder
deserves — from culturally-rooted

care to safety and belonging.

By signing on, you’re standing in
solidarity with a growing movement
to advance health equity and
wellbeing for Black Elders. Add your
name to the list of advocates today
to support the Black Eldering Bill of
Rights and receive updates on the
movement:

www.blackeldering.com

We extend our deepest gratitude to the Office of Supervisor Holly J. Mitchell
for their leadership and steadfast support of the Sankofa Elders Project.




